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ANNUAL   REPORT 

OF   THE 

ELECTION    DEPARTMENT 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1935. 


Boston,  January  30,  1936. 

Hon.  Frederick  W.  Mansfield, 

Mayor  of  the  City  of  Boston. 
Sir, —  In  compliance  with  section  24,  chapter  3   of 
the  Revised  Ordinances,  the  Board  of  Election  Com- 
missioners respectfully  submits  its  annual  report. 

Registration  . 

Registration  was  held  for  one  day  on  April  8  in  the 
central  office.  Registration  at  the  central  office  was 
re-opened  on  June  3  and  was  continued  each  day  there- 
after (Sundays  and  holidays  excepted)  up  to  and  includ- 
ing October  16.  Registration  in  wards  was  held  on 
October  2,  3,  4,  5,  7,  8,  9,  10,  11,  14,  15  and  16,  from 
6  p.  m.  to  10  p.  m.  for  the  city  election.  This  registra- 
tion was  held  in  two  places  in  different  sections  of  each 
ward,  six  nights  at  each  place.  Registration  was  again 
opened  at  the  central  office  on  November  18  and  was 
held  on  each  succeeding  Monday  up  to  and  including 
December  30. 

Number  or  Voters. 

At  the  state  election  held  on  November  6,  1934,  the 
number  of  male  and  female  voters  on  the  list  was  319,715. 
The  number  of  such  voters  in  the  first  list  published  by 
the  Board  August  13,   1935,  was  287,319.     From  the 
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opening  date  of  registration,  April  8,  to  its  close  on 
October  16,  there  were  added  the  names  of  18,081 
voters.  The  number  of  voters  on  the  final  list  sent  to 
the  polls  on  the  day  of  the  city  election,  held  November  5, 
1935,  was  305,400,  a  decrease  of  14,315  from  the  number 
of  voters  on  the  list  at  the  preceding  state  election. 
The  number  of  voters  on  the  final  list  December  31, 
1935,  was  305,657. 

Nomination  Papers  and  Referendum  Petitions. 

The  Board  received  3,720  nomination  papers  for  the 
city  election  on  which  117,684  names  were  certified; 
and  331  referendum  petitions  on  which  7,507  names 
were  certified;  and  30  petitions  for  recount  of  bal- 
lots cast  on  which  1,400  names  were  certified.  This 
makes  a  total  of  4,081  papers  on  which  the  names  of 
126,591  voters  were  certified. 

Revision  of  the  Voting  List. 

The  names  of  3,513  voters  were  stricken  from  the 
voting  list  by  reason  of  death,  removal  from  the  city, 
and  other  causes.  There  were  two  complaints  of  illegal 
registration. 

Jurors. 

In  accordance  with  chapter  234  of  the  General  Laws  as 
amended  by  chapter  311  of  the  Acts  of  1924,  the  Election 
Commissioners  prepare  a  list  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Boston  liable  to  serve  as  jurors.  The  Board  has  es- 
tablished a  system  by  which  each  person  provisionally 
selected  for  jury  duty  appears  at  this  office  to  fill  out  a 
questionnaire,  making  oath  to  the  statements  contained 
therein  before  a  member  of  the  Board.  This  gives  the 
Board  an  opportunity  to  meet  each  individual  and  note 
his  physical  defects,  if  any,  or  any  disability  that  would 
render  him  incapable  of  performing  the  service  that 
would  be  required  of  him  as  a  juror.  These  personal 
examinations  also  enable  the  Board  to  know  the  edu- 
cational qualifications  of  each  prospective  juror.  The 
members  of  the  Board  make  an  impartial  selection  from 
all  parts  of  the  city  of  men  of  various  occupations  and 
are  of  the  opinion  that  the  persons  finally  selected 
represent  an  average  cross-section  of  our  citizenry.  The 
Jury  List  prepared  by  the  Board  in  1935  contained  the 
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names  of  11,423  voters  of  Boston.  During  the  time 
Govered  by  this  report,  2,159  persons  were  drawn  for 
jury  service. 

Decennial  Census. 

The  Honorable  David  B.  Shaw,  Chairman  of  the  Board 
of  Election  Commissioners,  was  appointed  by  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  to  have  full  charge  of  the  taking  up  of 
the  Decennial  Census  of  the  City  of  Boston  for  the  year 
1935.  We  are  setting  forth  in  the  body  of  this  report  the 
figures  returned  by  such  census,  according  to  the  wards 
of  the  city. 

Changes  in  Office  Set-Up. 

The  creation  of  a  sharp  differentiation  in  the  office 
between  the  secretarial  force  and  the  force  that  takes 
care  of  the  routine  work  of  the  department  has  resulted 
not  only  in  greater  efficiency  in  the  internal  set-up  of  the 
office  but  also  in  its  relations  with  the  public  Not 
only  do  we  find  that  such  tasks  as  the  preparation  of  the 
Jury  List  and  the  setting  up  of  the  Voting  List  progress 
more  smoothly  than  in  the  past,  despite  the  fact  that  the 
office  is  at  present  undermanned,  but  we  also  find  that 
the  coordination  of  the  secretarial  forces  has  made  it 
possible  for  us  to  be  more  fully  prepared  now  to  meet  the 
demands  of  the  public  for  information  than  has  ever 
been  the  case  heretofore.  We  realize,  however,  that  if 
we  are  to  continue  to  increase  the  efficiency  of  the  office 
to  the  highest  possible  point  we  must  increase  the  present 
number  of  Assistant  Registrars.  While  the  volume  of 
work  handled  by  the  department  has  grown  tremendously 
and  while  vacancies  in  the  ranks  of  Assistant  Registrars 
have  been  created  by  deaths  and  retirements,  no  appoint- 
ments to  fill  such  vacancies  have  been  made  for  several 
years  past.  We  believe  that  at  the  present  time  such 
appointments  become  imperative. 

The  actual  physical  changes  which  have  been  wrought 
in  the  department  must  also  be  taken  into  consideration. 
The  increase  of  available  facilities  for  the  registration  of 
voters  has  worked  to  the  advantage  both  of  the  men 
employed  in  registering  and  of  the  prospective  voters 
who  come  here.  To  those  persons  who  find  it  necessary 
to  appear  before  the  Board  in  one  capacity  or  another 
the  enlargement  of  the  Board  room  in  which  hearings 
are  held  has  been  a  distinct  boom. 
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We  believe  that  nothing  has  been  left  undone  that  was 
physically  possible  for  us  to  do  during  the  past  year 
which  would  have  increased  the  efficiency  of  the  office  or 
which  would  have  enabled  us  to  render  more  complete 
service  to  the  public. 

Membership  of  the  Board. 

The  term  of  Charles  T.  Harding,  Esq.,  expired  March 
31,  1935.  Frederic  E.  Dowling,  Esq.,  was  appointed  to 
succeed  him  for  the  term  of  four  years,  ending  March  31, 
1939.  He  assumed  the  duties  of  his  office  on  April  1, 
1935. 

Honorable  Peter  F.  Tague  resigned  as  an  Election 
Commissioner,  his  service  terminating  on  October  15, 
1935.  Francis  B.  McKinney,  Esq.,  was  appointed  his 
successor  for  the  term  ending  March  31,  1936.  He  as- 
sumed the  duties  of  his  office  on  October  16,  1935. 

Honorable  David  B.  Shaw  was  designated  by  the 
Mayor  as  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Election  Com- 
missioners and  Daniel  H.  Rose,  Esq.,  as  a  member  of  the 
Listing  Board. 

Expenses  of  the  Election  Department. 
The  expenses  of  the  Election  Department  for  the  year 
ending  December  31,  1935,  amounted  to  $213,950.12. 

Respectfully, 

David  B.  Shaw, 
Daniel  H.  Rose, 
Frederic  E.  Dowling, 
Francis  B.  McKinney, 

Board  of  Election  Commissioners. 


ELECTION  STATISTICS. 


TABULATED  STATEMENT  OF  POPULATION, 
THE  NUMBER  OF  LISTED  MEN  AND 
WOMEN  RESIDENTS,  REGISTERED  MEN 
AND  WOMEN  VOTERS  AND  PERSONS  WHO 
VOTED  IN  EACH  VOTING  PRECINCT,  TO- 
GETHER WITH  THE  NUMBER  OF  VOTES 
CAST     FOR     EACH     CANDIDATE     AT     THE 

CITY  ELECTION      .        .        .       November  5,  1935. 
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POPULATION    OF   THE   CITY   OF   BOSTON 

as  returned  by  the 

Secretary  of  State,  Bureau  of  Census. 

War<*    1 64,305 

2 29,610 

3 62,379 

4 33,153 

5 34,355 

6 33,084 

7 33jl62 

8 32,371 

"        9 32,171 

"      »0 30,649 

11 30,909 

"      I2 38,542 

"      I3 29,933 

"      14 57,092 

"      15 28,126 

"      1<> 34,073 

"      I7 , 32,978 

"      18 44,749 

"      19 29,301 

"      20 34)573 

"      21 38,078 

"      22 34,120 

Total 817,713 
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